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PREFACE TO FIRST EDITION.

Ir has long been the custom at the Roval Institution

of Great Britain to provide each Christis

of Lectures specinlly addressed to a

On two oceasions, namely, in ISS1 and in 1887

the Managers ontrasted this honourable duty to me
The seeond course was in the main a repetition of th

fist; and on my notes and recollections of both the

Pebrasry 10 present littls volume has been founded
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I am indebted to my friends Rov. Maxwees Cross
Mr. Awrnur Rassavr, and Dr Jous Topuustes for
their kindness in reading the proofs
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